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the town of Amman, its capital, where lives Abdullah,
the ruling prince. He is the brother of King Faisal of
Iraq, and his family, the Sharifian house, is descended
from Hassan, the son of the famous Ali, cousin of
Mahomet. The ancient city, built picturesquely into a
green cleft in the hills beside a stream which was a tribu-
tary of the river Jabbok of the Old Testament, was called
Raboth Ammon, the "City of Waters/' In those times
it belonged to the Ammonites, who were constantly fight-
ing the Hebrews. King David sent his army under
Joab to attack the citadel, the remains of which are still
visible on a hill overlooking the present town. It was
on the rugged slopes below the citadel that Joab, by the
king's orders, put Uriah the Hittite "in the forefront of
the hottest battle," that he might be got out of the way.
In later years, soon after the death of Alexander the
Great, a Greek city was founded on the site of Raboth
Ammon, which was mostly in ruins, by Ptolemy Philadel-
phus, the second son of the first Ptolemy of Egypt; and
it was called Philadelphia. It was subsequently gar-
risoned by the Romans, and became an important mili-
tary headquarters. Perched on another hill that stands
above the gorge is the aerodrome of Amman, a little
natural piece of tableland* It is getting on for 3,000
feet above sea level. And this was the western end of
the Air Mail Track.
Amman is situated on the western scarp of the desert
plateau, which, a few miles east of the Dead Sea, rises
at points to about 3,500 feet. This height, taken in
conjunction with the depression of the Dead Sea, makes
the western slope of the plateau, which is exceedingly
precipitous, nearly 5,000 feet in all. The country of
Transjordan, which is a strip of land lying to the east of

